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The Union Raid into Tennessec,

Importantinteligence has been received
| from rebel sourcee of a brilliant opera-
tion performed in Bast Tennessee by the
Union troepr. From the Lynchburg Re-
publican, of New Year's day, we learn
that a body of Union cavalry, reported
to be 6,000 strong, aud composed of one
Pennsylvania regiment and olhers un-
knwon, had destroyed nine miles of the
East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad
burniog the imporlant bridges at Zolli-
eoffer, over the MHolston and Watavga
rivers, and capturing two hundred rebel
cavalry whio were guarding the former.
The Republican says it will take several
weeks to repair the damages at a time
when the road is taxed (o its utmost ca-
pacity. It also slates that the Yankee
raid, which extended over a space of
nearly a hundred milea, was one of un-
expected daring and audacity.

The above account looks bad for the
rebels, and they have made it as light as
the¥ could for the sake of nut disheart-
ening the delnded followers of their
cause ; bul bad as they mako it out to
be, they have not given even a tithe of
the true state of affairs.

But what are the precise facte of the
case? The aflair is ol far more sorious
congequenco to the rebels than a mere
destruction of about nine miles of rail-
rond. Nearly all the bridges between
Knoxville and the Virginia State line—
a digtance of 190 miles—have been de-
stroyed, aad the track more or less in-
jured. 8o combined was the movement
that the whole allair was completed in a
comparalively short space of time, and,
as the vebels express it, the line was so
much injured “ that it will take soveral
weeks (o repair the damages.”

The plan adopted is developed by the
results. From tho «facts we have wo
know that two bodies of Union troops,
belonging to Goneral Granger's army of
Kentueky, left Richmond, Ky., shortly
alfter Christmas, on an unknown expe-
dition. It now appears that one portion
of these forees took the ¢t hand road
running south feom that place;, and,
passing by Manchester, redg fled Monnt
Pleasant,  Thenee it ook the road over
the movulaing to Jonesville, and parsing
through that place and Estilville, struck
the railroad at Union, a station sitnated

d about eleven miles from Bristol, which is

near the State line between Virginia and
Tenncsser. At this poinl the work of
destruoion was commenced, The tele-
graph lines to Richmond, Virginia, were
firat ent to provent the rebel ehiefs at
their capital from knowing anything of
what was going on beyond that point

They next dashed on the line as far as
Bristol, effectually destroying the railvoad
track as they went, and as they full back
burned the bridges over the stremms.
Arriving at the point where the railroad
croages the Holston and Watauga rivers,
the Union troops burned those bridges
and beyond that point the rébels give no
information, 'The telegraplic lines hav-
ing been, as we have before stated, en-
tirely destroyed weat of Beistol, of course
the rebels could learn nothing beyvond
that point by felegraph, nor by courier
beyoud where the principal bridges bad
been burned.  As the distance” belween
the weal side of those bridges and Dris-
tol was not over a dozen miles, a horse-
man might t-.'lﬁllr\' ride to the latter place
and give such ioformation ss he could
have learned, and the same could have
boew telegraphed to Lynchburg and Rich-
mund.

Wi, however, are enabled to supply the
deficiency  Afier o ossing the river, and
passing Uarter depot, the Union troops
pushed on to Joneshoro, thence 1o Green -
ville aud Dull's Gap, now known as
Rogersville Junction, altogether a disg-
tance of over seyenly miles, at the same
time degtroying all they could during
their movements in the way of bridges,
trestle work, &e, alonyg that line. 'T'his
ended the line of operations of the column
| on the lefi,
| The other colamn lef iti chmond, Ky.
|l.\' one of the roads running South, and
strnek  the Camberland Mountains st
& point nearer Usimborland Gap and far-
ther 10 the west of that taken by their
colleaguesd,  They next proceedod 1o the
| Stato line, and, ¢ rossing bhe Ulinoh river,
| followed the tuenpike road to Rogersyille,
It was planped that this coloma should
arrive at this point
which hour a train o
at the statinm,
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main line in a weslorly direstion antil
they arrived at Strawberry Plaios, with-
in a few miles of Knoxville. _All this
was done in a fow lioors, and then the
work of destraction commenced on the
right,

n 4
I'he track was torn up aod a bridpe | tea store in South stroet, up by Paver.

| pxtended theongh to Water, and wan a

destroyed just cast of Strawherry Plains,
and other work of destrnctivn was per-
formed as they wended their way back
to the jonction, Detween New Market
and Morristown a long pilece of trestls-
work, over hall a mile in extent, was to-
tally destroyed, and near Rosselrillo an-
other bridge met the samo fate as lis
neighbors. Thos they fell back, desiroy-
ing as they went, until they again
veached the Rogeraville junction, at Bull's
Gap, whore they met with theie friends
who had been oporating on the castern
part of the rond. It will be seen that ibe
aperations extended within a few miles
of the whole lengih of the line, and de-
stroying the travek of greatly over a hun-
dred miles in exdent,

A large forco of troops had been gent
by this route to reinforce Genernl Bragg,
and this operation completely cut off
their chance of reaching Murfreesboro by
the Tenneseeo line,  The Lynchburg
Republican states that at the present
time “the road is taxed to its utmost oa-
pacily.” The break, so extensive inils
vharacter, muat have been disastrons to
their armas, especially so when it is ta-
ken into consideration that thesoe troops
from the rebel capital were wanted to aid
in the resislance offered to Gen. Rose-
orang’ march. No wonder, then, that
the rebels at Murleeeshoro retreated
from that point, Their reinforesments
had been delayed nond cot  off,
and there was not the “slightest
chance that they counld reach Murfrecs-
boro by any other route in time to save
the day. The plan ia certainly a good
one, and has been well carrisd out.  All
honor o him wi i.

Were this the only railway line from
the rebel capital to Tennesses, the eflect
would indeed be most dissstrous to the
rebel canse:; for the ecmmunieation
gonld essily be kept brokon at ohe or
angthenpart of the route, 1o securely
guard the whole line from raide wouold
require more men thaa the rebels conld
wall spare at this or any other time, and
therefore the road would never be secure
from destraction. I'he rebels have, how-
ever, other lnoea of communication. The
line between Danville, Va., and Greens-
horo, N. €, ling been gompleted, and this
gives a nearly direet route from Righ-
mond, Va., to Columbia, 8, C., vis Atlan-
1a, Ga , to Chattancogn and Murflieesboro,
Tenn. Auother route runs via Peters-
e, Vo, and aleigh, N. €., aond con-

congeeived

line at ‘;Tl'ltwljnl(;,
IT the ling eom Goldshero ta Wilming-
tom should have been repaired, a nearly
direct ronte ferom Richmond, Va.,
leaton, 5. U, thenco to Chattancoga and
Murfrecsbore.  Again, by aid of the Sa-
vannah branch, avother route is opened
from the rebel capital wia Weldon, Ciold s~
boro, Wilmington, UCharleston, and Sa-
vannah, thence by the Central Georgia
railvoad io Chattagoogs and Muorfreess
boro. Thus it plainly appears tha! the
operations, splendid as they are, have
not entirely cut off the supplies from the
rehels, but will only delay them by for
eing them to go over a longer roule of
travel, IHowewer, il has done its work
for the present, and done it well—N. I\
”’(lw'rf, Gl
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Capt. Houghteling
A corvespondont pays the Bllowing
descerved tribute 1o a gallant ollicer :

[n the late desperate battle ab Murfcocs-
boro, the battery of Capt, Citas, Hovanre
LING, of the Lat LI, Artillery played agal=-
lant and conspicuous part. Friend and foe
alike tostifly to the wonderful rapidity
and et of 18 movements aud fire
Deiven back and finally taken, in that
terrific  rush Wednesday, which
paralyged four right wing, and al-
most gave us deleat, it was not uutil the
gallant Captain had seen all liis,
h"f:ﬂ'“‘i\'l”l't’]‘ half of his men dosstroyed
his supporis and forged back,
hila smmunition expended (having dis-
charged 1125 rounds) and himsell un-
horsed and wounded, that his guns were
abatidonod, and he then retived, having
personally fived his last charge, oarrying
with him as priscoes the leading rebol
who had ventnred within rea TI‘-;I bitm
revolver,

Mindfol of his merft and that of his
brave and skilfal Licotennnts, Wrraury,
Var Dyue aud Uaxsen, and tha her
hin A .-.arubui byesed ehrpA, the Held
2d brigad Parstuw's
old division to which the batiery had
been sttached for many mooths, on
Monday, the 121h ionst., mot st the quar
tevs of Col, Surra, bri
andl presented thely ol
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Foilu;v Your Leader.

The following s rather a toagh story

of some ancient

New Yorioers,
names are nod quite ahaolefe

w hoan

Thomas I, Smith boilt an cnormous

It

huodred feet wide, It was tha wonder
of the cily when it wa+« baoili The
docks near it were named lodin wharf,
Smith also bailt famous storés ot Porth
Amboy, and had hils tea shipa land sar-
goes there. The travelers ta Philadel-
phia by the old route must often have
wondered what these immensge slores
woee doing in such an insignificant place
a% Perth Amboy. Thomas H. Smith,
besides being the greatest tea merchant
of his day, was also the greatest Sprevife
of hia day. He was the President of a
Club ealled " The Fire @lub)" It beld
ite meetings in Franklin Square, on the
corner ,of Dover stesst. Boys have a
mode of smusement ealled “ Follow
your leader.”  This was adopted by the
Club of which Smith was President.
Many men who are now aged and re-
spected men, or dead, belonged to the
“Fire Club,” Joseph Foulke, a trader
at Coracoa, & Dutch Island in the West
Indies, and the Btaggs. There fwas
old Peter Stagg, Cashier of the City Bank
and John and Berj. Stagg. There was
old Matthiss DBruen, and many wmore
whose names were on the Clab lisl
They gave graud gappers, and their en-
tertainments were very expensive. They
would invite n goest lo these suppers,
explain the rules, and if he refused to
join, or could not earry out the ides, the
{ine was one dozen of champagne. These
finen were ocensioned by a vefusal to fol-
low the leadér. On one occasion a greal
cotton merchant from New Ocleans was
a guest,  He agreed to all the conditions,
It was late in the evening, in the dead of
winter, The ice in the Liast River was
floating nup and down with every llood or
ehib of the tude. * Iollow leader,”
ghouted Smith, and out of the warm,
luxuriong elab rooms ponred the mem-
bers of the Club.  Out of the Square,
asround the corner into Dover strest,
“Tollow leader,” and on rushed Swmith,
the President of tho Clab, with thivty
men behind him, down Dover, past Wa-
ter, past Froat, into South; and thenee
on to the pier. Une of Smith's own
ships lay at the doek. A lighter lay in-
side of the main wharl I'he ice was
loose and dashed up aronnd the vessels.
* Follow leader,” exclaimed Smith, as he
plunged from the dock inte the water
Some drew back, but others (ollowed the
!l'l\fii'l'. w ho snecedds 1I i|ll.’\l"=l||!: out of the
ioe water on o the lighter, and from
thenoe to the dock; and shouting * Fol-
low leader,"” heled off with frozen clothes,
Hp Dover, and into the room of the Clab.
I'l!u._:_'.'. plunge, lulll!i,..-‘, one aller nu-ﬂ]ll't'l
and so on until all had suac
vomplished the tercible
feat
l-l-v’.

waslully ac-
and dangerons
.rhl' Nouthern cotton merchant was
Some of the regular Ulub members
remained until they saw him reach the
dock ngain safely, and thers they lelt
him shivering. He did not remain long.
Ad he walked up from the dock, he no-
ticed o large store open in South street.
Ho entered. It was a wholesale and re-
tail ship store. “1 bave mat with an ac-
vident—give me a glass of sognao, hot,
with sugar and water.,” It was done,
and he drank it. “Do you keep gun-
powder " he asked., Recoiving an af-
firmative reply, he bought and paid for
half a keg, nnd then took his way to the
Clab room. At the door were standing
Mr. Lowe and Mr. Pown, two members
of the Club. The latter exclaimed, “Brave
Southern glranger—you have passed the
ordeal safely. You are now leadsr, and
we ave deputed o place e Club under
your command, il you choose to vxert
your sacred privilege,”

“Thanks, my friends, I shall do so, bat
[ witl nol ask you o go ont of the roowm
this cold night., Let us drink ! and as
he entered the room he S()llglal u side
closet where hung his eloak. There he
placed the keg, and then retarned and
took a seat at the loug, solid mahogany
table, President Smith oalled the club to
ler. 'T'he Btewards for the night open-
ed a dozen ol ehampage amid shouls,
vcalls and songs of the most stireing char-
acter, “'"Order, come o order ! exclaim-
eld VPresidept Smith., When order was
partially rostorod, he gaid: “ Mombers of
the club, our guest has passed the joy
ordleal, e has now the right of becon-
ing leader for the balance of the night, o
outll a failurs in oor sacied riten.  What
saya he?

The cotton merchant took from leis
hosom a baodie of (wo and laid it on the
tahle All eyes were lixed upon him,
“l acoept the command. 1 will lead now.
Wait until I give the word, and then da
34 ViU Wee o Iy thistime he bl
snun the low int tha il
reach from the grato. e
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took a vory liltle of whiat appeared o be
hlagk sand in. his hand, wallked to_the
flee, and Hag it in, The considerabls
exploalon  ihat followed &fariled alL
“Powder, by Jopiter,” exclaimed Smitl.
Couton mercliant took the end of the low
Yine from the glass, and pnnhod it down
decp.intp the powdor in: the keg, and
then reseated himsell. “Now, Mr. Pros-
ident and members of (e Clab, T wish
you to hoar whit I'have to say."

“You bhave tried my pluack. ¥ comse
feom a hot glimate, and you have made
me go (hrough an, icy ordeal, It ia
time now, but 1 hil‘yuul be 80 cruel.
will give you a fiery ovdeal to go throughs
11 you atand if, you will hever need more
wine ; and if you do not, the flnes will
smount to a small fortone, and you will
tave wine enough to last your Clab
year. Look at me”" He walked to the
fire, kicked off the eoal lump, and placed
the other end of the tow line in the red-
hotcoals. Then he walked back, and as
he brought his fist down on the table,
said, in tones of thunder, as he sat down,
“iKeep your seate, and thas follow
leader.”” The fire ourled up in
sponts from the burning tar—is burned
over the grate-pan, and began to oreepr
along the earpet. It had ecighteen foek
oo Sixty and odd single eyes watch-
ed the burning train.  One rose from tha
seal, then another ; nally one exclaimed
Yiswwe ahall all be blown to the old Nick,"™
and made for the door. The panic in-
orcased. Down stairs the Clab memberw
plongoed like a flock of sheep. Evenold
Smith, the Prosident, was among the firab
to bolt from the room. Before the tow
line had burned as far as the table, all
wera gone but the eotton merchant, As
goon a8 he saw that he was alone, he
placed his foot on the buening tow and
extinguished it. Then he opencd tha
window and emptlied the keg into the
snow, and sgain resumed hiy seanl. He
waltod long for the rotorn of the Clale
members, one by one did they come back.
There Cotton sat, until Smith took his
seal ns Prosident, “Now call for the
fines,'"” e said, and a asvere lecture he
gave them fur their follies and real cow-
ardice  The Clab died long ago.
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Giotto's Model,

tilotto, ntending to make a painting
of the eruedixion, indusad a poor tan o
Lie bonnd s a cross, ander a promise of
being at liberty in an hour, and
handsomely vewardod foe hig pains, In-
stead of this, as soon as Giotto had made
his viclioy secuee, he saised & daggoer and
stabiwd him to the heart! Ho then set
about painting the dying sgonies of the
vigtion 1o his foul treachery. When ho
had finished his picture he earried it o
L i'npn-_ who was so well |l]‘-’.’|h‘li with
it that herssalved to place it above the
alinr of hisowneh 1‘1--1. i;]'ril'-o--hll'f'ﬂid,
his holiness liked the copy so
will, he Illi_..',ill ’JL'I'u.lpi like to see the
nri:_‘lllnhl.

I'he Pope, shoeked at the impiety of
the idea, nitered an exclamation of sar-
prise. “ 1 mesn,' added Giotto, “I will
show you the peraon whom I employed
as my model'in this pietare, bot it must
be on condition that your holiness
will absolve wme from all pon-
ishment for the use which 1 have
made of him” The Pope promised
tiiotto the absolulion for which he stip*
alated, und acompanied the artist to his
sindio,  On enteriog, Uiollo drew saide
a vurlain which haug belore the dead
man, still sbotched on the cross, and
aovered with bload. The barbarous ex-
hibition strack the pontiff with horror;
he told Giotte he eould never give him
absalution for so cruel & deed, and that
Yo muost expect to suller the mosl exem-
placy punishwent, Glstig, with sceming:
resignation, said that he had only oue
Favor 10 nsk, that his holingss wouid give
lim leave to tinish the piecs befors he
died. The request had too important an
ubject %0 be denied; the Pope readily
granted i, and in the meantime & guard
wius gel aver jotto to pravent his pscape,.
On the painting belng replaced in the
artists hande, the frat thing he did was
to bakes & brush, and dipping v into &
thivk varnish, he daubed the pictore nll

vor whth i, aad then snnounesd that be
Lad Boished his task,

His holinvss wan greatly inoetned ab
thin abuge of the inda genee he had given,
ant threatened Giolto that he should be
put tho mont erael death, unless he
painted another picture i'q'ml to th one he
had destroyod. "0 what avall is your
threat,” replied Giotto, “1o & man whom
you have doosmed to death at any ratet™
“Hat," replied his holisess, “I can revoke
that doom.” "Yes,'" comtinned Gollo,
*bhat you oannol pravail on me fto trost
to yonr verbal promise a second.” You
shall have pardon under my sigast be-
fore  you hegin'' On st gondition
yardon was made out and given o Uiok-
L vhh, takiug & wel Apong® in a fow
minules wiped off the cosling, with
which he bad bedsabod the ploture, sud
instind of 8 ¢ py, mes ored the |_-fl.,‘lllbl
b ml) ke beaury 10 bis halinean
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